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Babylon in Poetry: A Comparative Reading of
"Gilgamesh" by Jenny Lewis and "Uruk' by Adnan
Al-Sayegh

Dr. Atheer Mohsin Ghafil

Abstract:
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Comparative literature holds great significance, as it offers an
intellectual approach to examining the nature of two
cultures—distinct in language, vision, and expression—while
seeking to discern the essence of the discourse emerging
from the ideas they embody.

This study is structured around a literary comparison of two
long poems: *The Song of Gilgamesh* by the British poet
Jenny Lewis, and *The Song of Uruk* by the Iraqi poet
Adnan Al-Sayegh.

We have endeavored to analyze these poetic texts by
considering their differences in form, expression, language,
and vision, alongside their shared themes and content; both
texts evoke the historical image of Iraq and reframe it within
a contemporary context.

The image of Iraq is portrayed through the eyes of a British
poet who loved the country and wrote about it, evoking
various facets—figures, places, situations, and events—and
attempting to link the past with the present to diagnose
issues without severing ties to the future. Similarly, the Iraqi

poet Adnan Al-Sayegh composed his poem with a purely
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Iraqi spirit, encapsulating the historical image of Iraq in all its
intricate detail.

The study is organized into three chapters and a conclusion.
The first chapter, titled "The Historical Image of Iraq,"
comprises two sections. The first section addresses the
relationship between the poet and the "Other," exploring two
specific dynamics: the relationship between the poet and the
historical figure, and the relationship between the poet and
the place.

The second section is titled "The Dramatic Moment in Poetry"
and encompasses two perspectives: the spontaneous
imagery involved in constructing poetic drama, and the
rhetoric of poetic language. The second chapter was titled
"The Significance of the River and Its Relationship to
Babylonian Civilization in Poetry" and comprised two
sections: the first addressed the significance of the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers in poetry, while the second examined
the significance of the river in poetry more broadly.

The third chapter was titled "The Language of Violence and

Its Manifestations" and was divided into two sections: the first
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explored the significance and manifestations of death, and
the second examined the language and manifestations of
fear. The conclusion summarizes the key findings of the
study.This comparative study aims to gain a broader
understanding of how the "Other'—the foreigner—perceives
the historical image of Iraq. It is an attempt to reconstruct
meanings within a unified whole, revealing how the Other
views our country and our history—a history rich in
civilization and sophistication. We also shed light on the new
cultural elements Iraqgi poets in the diaspora acquire and
attempt to embody within their texts, ultimately arriving at a
coherent and expressive intellectual framework that allows us
to grasp the ideas and manifestations contained therein

We endeavored to analyze the texts based on our own
perspective, limiting reliance on external sources to a select
few. Additionally, we sought the poets' own insights through
personal interviews, aiming to clarify their intentions
regarding specific texts and to provide the reader with a

clearer picture.
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In conclusion, praise be to God Almighty, first and last. |
must also express my sincere gratitude to the poet Adnan
Al-Sayegh for his gracious cooperation in answering
interview questions and for facilitating communication with
the poet Jenny Lewis so she could respond to the questions
addressed to her. This cooperation enabled the study to
achieve a clear and lucid perspective. Success comes from
God Almighty.

Keywords: Historical image of Iraq, Jenny Lewis, Adnan Al-

Sayegh, use of history.
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