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Abstract

This study examines the potential developmental functions of traditional
local leadership through an in-depth single-case study of the mukhtar
(local mayor) experience in Al-Fadiliya village in Nineveh, Iraq. It traces a
reported multi-generational history of local leadership from 1980 onward,
while direct participant observation focuses on the researcher’s tenure since
2021. The study draws on official documents and correspondence, oral and
community memory, and direct field observation. It explicitly acknowledges
the researcher’s dual position as practitioner and observer and distinguishes

documented events from interpretation.

Keywords: Social Mukhtar; local leadership; human development; capability

approach; social capital; community mediation; case study; collective action.
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